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BIG VICTORIES, DISAPPOINTMENTS AS LEGISLATURE FINISHES 2018 SESSION

MORE THAN EVER, EASTERN WASHINGTON MUST SPEAK WITH STRONG VOICE

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Our 2018 legislative session ended March 8 with important victories for 
the working families of the Spokane Valley and the state of Washington.

We protected rural wells, preventing disaster for property owners 
and Washington’s economy. We stopped enormous tax increases 
that would have damaged our business climate and created hardship for 
individuals.

And most important, we saw what fiscally responsible leadership can do 
for our state. Over the last five years, the Legislature resisted job-killing 
legislation and major tax increases. Today our state economy is booming, 
and it is generating record tax collections — $2.3 billion more than 
anyone imagined a year ago. We didn’t need to raise taxes to do it.

Today we face a new challenge – keeping the state moving in the right 
direction. This year a new majority took power in the Legislature. The 
political agenda of the Seattle area dominated debate. Ambitious spending 
plans trumped fiscal discipline, and the Legislature resumed irresponsible 
practices that caused serious financial trouble in the last recession.

More than ever, Olympia needs to hear from those of us who live 
outside Seattle. In the 4th District and others like it around the state, 
we recognize that government must serve the people, not the other way 
around. We hope you will join us in making our vision of progress and 
prosperity a reality. If you have a concern about the direction of state 
government, or are having trouble dealing with a state agency, we want 
to hear from you. It is an honor to represent you. Thank you for the 
opportunity to be of service.

Sincerely,

TOLL-FREE LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE: 1-800-562-6000

HEARING-IMPAIRED HOTLINE: 1-800-833-6388
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OLYMPIA WANTED MORE OF YOUR MONEY!
Despite record tax collections this year, some in Olympia still wanted more of your hard-
earned money. The new Democratic majority in the Legislature this session put big emphasis 
on tax increases. Our colleagues urged a new income tax on capital gains – a “starter tax” 
that almost certainly would lead to a broader income tax. Others wanted to follow the city 
of Seattle in its effort to tax sodas and other sugary drinks. Gov. Jay Inslee pushed an energy 
tax that would have increased gas and electricity prices for struggling working families across 
the state.

We fought against these new tax proposals because we believe state government should 
be smarter and more efficient, and live within its means. Ultimately we won. No major 
tax increases passed this year – yet we still could not support the budget our colleagues 
presented. Read on to see why.

DURING ECONOMIC ‘GOOD TIMES,’ DEMOCRATS RAID 
STATE’S RAINY DAY FUND
This year the state was awash in money. Most was due to an improving national economy, 
but some credit also goes to the Legislature’s effort these last five years to restrain state 
spending, keep taxes low and improve our business climate. Tax collections are up a 
whopping $2.3 billion over last year’s projections.

Unfortunately, the new majority’s mantra for the year seemed to be “spend it if you’ve got 
it.” Spending ballooned to more than $44 billion, an irresponsible 14 percent increase over 
the last two years. We had more than enough money for big tax cuts, but the final deal offers 
only a modest property tax reduction. Even worse, we are expected to continue this big 
spending in future years. Decisions made this year will draw the state’s coffers down to just 
$103 million by 2021, not much of a safety margin.

Most troubling was our colleagues’ decision not to make a scheduled $700 million deposit to 
the state Rainy Day Fund. The constitution requires extra-big deposits when times are good, 
but the new majority wanted to spend it all. To dodge the constitution, our colleagues used 
an accounting maneuver of dubious legality.

The state treasurer warns our bond rating will suffer, meaning taxpayers could be forced to 
pay hundreds of millions more in interest costs. Lawsuits also are possible. The worst part 
is that our state’s Rainy Day Fund will be left with an amount equal to just 2.5 percent of 
the state budget, hardly an adequate insurance policy against economic downturns. The 
governor’s own Council of Economic Advisers tells us we have an 88 percent chance of 
recession in the next five years.

BIPARTISAN HIRST FIX PASSES LEGISLATURE
Water is flowing again for thousands of rural property owners across the state, as a result of 
legislation approved this year. A 6-3 ruling by the state Supreme Court in 2016 created near-
impossible requirements for new household wells. Its Hirst decision brought development to 
a standstill in many parts of the state and put Washington at risk of a $37 billion collapse in 
rural property values.

When we tried to bring about a solution in 2017, we faced indifference from many of our 
Seattle-area colleagues. Republicans in the House and Senate insisted families come first, and 
forced negotiation by delaying a vote on the state’s public works budget.

Within the first few weeks of session this year, a bipartisan solution was in the works. In its 
final form, Senate Bill 6091 removed the obstacle created by the court and will provide 
permanent, legal, reliable water to impacted property owners. Especially important for our 
district was the provision that “grandfathered in” existing wells. Simply put, if you own land 
with a well, you can build!

SESSION SCORECARD:
The good:

Fast-growing state economy 
generates record tax collections 
– and shows success of fiscally 
responsible policies in the Legislature 
over the last five years.

Protected property values by 
passing legislation protecting the right 
of rural and suburban property owners 
to drill new wells for household use.

Defeated the governor’s energy 
tax, which would have driven up 
the cost of electricity and imposed a 
30-cent-a-gallon tax on gasoline.

Stopped a proposed income tax 
on capital gains that would have set 
the stage for a broader income tax.

Defeated proposals for 
ineffective gun laws. Yet we 
approved measures that address the 
root causes of violent behavior, by 
increasing funding for mental health 
programs and creating school safety 
centers for Eastern and Western 
Washington.

The bad:
Despite record increases in tax 
collections, the Legislature provided 
no meaningful property tax 
relief. Property tax cuts in the final 
budget are too small, and come too 
late to address this year’s temporary 
increase.

The final budget deal repeats the 
mistakes of the past, spending 
virtually all money available and failing 
to leave an adequate reserve for 
emergencies.

The Legislature provided no relief for 
manufacturers from high business 
and occupation taxes rates.
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BILL PROVOKES UNPRECEDENTED PROTEST
The U.S. Supreme Court has decided some public employees cannot be forced 
to join unions or pay representation fees. These include Washington’s 30,000 
in-home care workers, most of whom receive a small stipend caring for disabled 
or elderly relatives. Until recently they were required to join the Service Employees 
International Union and pay roughly $900 a year.

SB 6199, advanced by the majority party, transfers these workers to a private 
contractor. The contractor could require a closed shop. We cried foul. In the 
House, our colleagues squelched debate, gaveling us down and shutting off 
our microphones. We responded by refusing to vote. The final tally was an 
unprecedented 50-0, as 48 Republicans bore silent witness to a disturbing misuse 
of political power.

PADDEN PUBLIC SAFETY BILLS 
WIN LEGISLATURE’S SUPPORT
As ranking Republican on the Senate Law and Justice 
Committee, I continued my focus on public safety – and 
saw two important pieces of legislation signed into law.

Police body cameras: One of the most difficult issues 
in this age of miniaturized recording devices is how they 
should be used by law enforcement – and how much the 
public is allowed to see. Lawmakers two years ago passed 
legislation spelling out public disclosure requirements for 
police bodycam videos, and created the Joint Legislative 
Task Force on Body Worn Cameras, which Padden chaired. 
Padden’s Senate Bill 6408 makes those public disclosure 
requirements permanent, and strengthens privacy 
protections for intimate images. The bill, an exercise in 
balance, helps ensure accountability for law enforcement 
while preserving privacy and decency.

Pretrial orders by judges: When a defendant in a DUI 
case makes a first appearance in court, judges normally 
order them to refrain from drinking and using drugs until 
the case is resolved. But a recent 5-4 state Supreme Court 
decision overturned judges’ authority to order standard 
pre-trial conditions in misdemeanor cases. Padden’s 
SB 5987 allows judges to continue imposing common-
sense conditions of release in any misdemeanor, gross 
misdemeanor or felony case, whenever public safety is 
at stake. It is particularly important in DUI cases, where 
defendants are likely to reoffend if they are permitted to 
drink while awaiting trial.

A DISTURBING EFFORT TO  
CIRCUMVENT THE INITIATIVE PROCESS
One of our biggest frustrations this last legislative session was the way the Legislature’s 
new majority seemed determined to twist and torture and circumvent Washington’s 
constitution in order to achieve its goals. An example is the way it chose to enact 

Initiative 940, a 
measure that imposes 
new rules on the police 
use of deadly force.

The measure had 
problems that required 
a legislative fix. In such 
cases, the constitution 
allows the Legislature to 
send the original proposal 
to the ballot, together 
with an alternative, giving 
the people the final say. 
Instead, the Legislature 

passed the initiative and a bill to amend it, taking Washington voters out of the loop.

The initiative process is not easy. Supporters collected more than 350,000 signatures 
to place this matter before the Legislature. Although the Legislature’s changes were 
good ones, we must follow constitutional procedures to ensure the people are able 
to express their views. For this reason I joined a legal challenge in Thurston County 
Superior Court. On April 20, the court agreed that the initiative was not properly 
passed, and the measure must appear on the ballot. Though the decision is subject 
to appeal, it underscores the point that lawmakers should not try to dodge the 
constitution – an idea echoed by editorial writers across the state. 

Seattle Times: “What is to stop the Legislature in the future from drastically altering 
any initiative without public support, then denying citizens the chance to vote on it?”

Walla Walla Union-Bulletin: “To allow this dangerous precedent to stand will 
create in the Legislature a veto power over every initiative.”

The (Tacoma) News Tribune: “Short-circuiting Washington’s initiative process is a 
clear case of doing the wrong thing for the right reasons.”

STEPPING UP FOR SCHOOL SAFETY
All of us are concerned about the safety of our 
schoolchildren, and proper planning is our first line of 
defense. This year I sponsored legislation enacting new 
security procedures to protect against school violence, 
SB 6410. Though this measure stalled in the House, 
we were successful in adding the same language to the 
operating budget bill that ultimately passed this year.

This measure requires law enforcement authorities to 
notify all schools, public and private, of incidents in their 
area that might warrant a lockdown or an evacuation. We 
also created two regional school safety centers, on the 
east and west sides of the state, to coordinate security 
efforts and help schools implement programs to address 
violent behavior and prevent suicide.

Rep. Mike Padden, (R) Spokane Valley
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INCREASING COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN  
LOCAL TRANSPORTATION DECISIONS
During our 4th District telephone town hall meeting earlier this year, many residents expressed opposition to plans for a new roundabout at Trent 
Avenue and Barker Road. They felt the city of Spokane Valley failed to hear their concerns about traffic flow and congestion.

We worked with legislators, city officials and the Department of Transportation to ensure greater opportunities for public input. Although the project is 
moving forward, we continue to be concerned about driver safety and access to commercial and industrial areas.

Meanwhile, this year’s transportation budget reauthorizes nearly $1.5 billion for projects in our region. It contains money to widen the Interstate 90 
corridor in the Spokane area, begin replacing the East Trent Bridge over the Spokane River and add a passing lane on U.S. Highway 195. The Barker 
to Harvard Road project on Interstate 90 will receive $500,000 in funding, allowing the construction schedule to advance.

I am working hard to protect life and the liberties 
and freedoms we enjoy in our state and nation. 
You will often hear me say less taxes, less 
government and more freedom. It is the standard 
I raise every day while serving on your behalf in 
Olympia.

This session, several bills passed the Legislature 
dealing with various aspects of abortion. I offered 
amendments to protect the right of conscience, 
protect against gender-selective abortions, and 
to protect those with Downs Syndrome. I was 
also part of a group of lawmakers who worked to 
force a vote to defund taxpayer-funded abortions 
from Planned Parenthood. However, the majority 
party defeated these attempts to protect life and 
the rights of the unborn.

Also this session, several of my bills received 
strong bipartisan support in the House only to die 
in the Democrat-controlled Senate:

House Bill 2567 is a government transparency 
bill that would have prevented the state and 
county auditors from having their names on 
ballots during off-election years. (Passed House 
unanimously; died in the Senate.)

House Bill 2718 would reform our state’s civil 
asset forfeiture laws, protecting the right to due 
process. (Passed House 95-3; died in the Senate.)

Rep. Matt Shea, (R) Spokane Valley

The attack on our Second Amendment 
continues unabated at the local, 
state and federal level. While much 
has been made about the so-called 
“bump stock” issue, the fact remains, 
banning a piece of plastic is not 
a solution to ending some of the 
violence we see in our society.

As a Captain serving in the United 
States Army, I had a firsthand view 
of what happens when a civilian 
population is disarmed. The war 
crimes committed during the 
Bosnian conflict where I served 
are unspeakable. Yet they were 
only possibly once those in charge 
disarmed the citizens.

This session, we saw legislation to ban 
certain rifles and certain magazines. 
But such proposals offer false hope as 
they slowly erode our constitutional 
protections and rights.

I sponsored House Bill 1380 to roll 
back the onerous and unnecessary 
burden put onto law-abiding gun 
owners by Initiative 594, which 
turned citizens into criminals 
just by transferring firearms to 
family members. I introduced 
House Bill 1381 to increase 
reciprocity for concealed pistol license 
holders from other states, thereby 
giving our citizens the ability to legally 
protect themselves in other states.

However, the majority party in 
Olympia, led by Seattle-centric ideals 
and politicians, continue to wage 
their unfounded war against our 
constitution. Please know that I will 
forever work to protect our Second 
Amendment rights. - Matt

House Bill 2723 would have allowed local control 
of ATV tourism routes. This legislation had broad 
bipartisan support. (Passed House unanimously; 
died in the Senate.)

House Joint Resolution 4014 would have 
supported the continued research, development, 
production and application of biochar from our 
forests and agriculture lands, which would lead to 
increased crop yields. (Passed House unanimously; 
died in the Senate.)

I am pleased the Legislature passed – and the 
governor signed – my mandatory arbitration 
legislation. House Bill 1128 will help small 
businesses get faster relief in our court system.

I was honored to sponsor a resolution on behalf 
of the House Republican Caucus commemorating 
Israel’s 70th Anniversary and our nation’s special 
relationship with Israel “based on mutually respected 
Judeo-Christian values, common strategic interests, 
and moral bonds of friendship and mutual respect.”

The House of Representatives also passed my 
resolution to recognize Jan. 16, 2018 as Religious 
Freedom Day. House Resolution 4655 states in 
part:

“WHERAS, On January 16, 1786, the Virginia 
Statute for Religious Freedom, a strong statement 
for freedom of conscience, was passed by the 
Virginia General Assembly, and as it served as 
an inspiration and basis for First Amendment 
protections for religious freedom in the United 
States Constitution; and

“WHEREAS, Our Founding Fathers knew as they 
designed our nation that religious freedom was vital 
to help strengthen and unite it…”

Our freedoms and liberties start with the First 
Amendment. I’m grateful the state House elected 
to pass my resolution and will continue to fight for 
religious liberties while serving you in Olympia.
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I believe it should be our goal 
to connect kids to careers 
whenever possible. So often 
our students think a four-year 
college degree is the path 
to a successful career – and 
for some, that may very well 
be the case. But for others, 
a career in the trades and 
technical industries is a much 
more viable option.

I sponsored legislation 
this year to give middle 
school students greater 
understanding about career 
and technical education (CTE) 
options. The idea for the bill 

came directly from my involvement in the classroom, where I’ve spent 
the past 30 years as a schoolteacher.

While working in the classroom one day, my students and I were 
listing all the things they prioritized when deciding on a career – 
money, happiness, reputation, fame – they were all thinking about 
careers that typically required a four-year university degree. And yet 
most of these priorities are also available through skilled trades that 
often start in apprentice programs and internships. However, unless 
students are specifically exposed to these opportunities many of 
them won’t ever think twice about a potential career in CTE.

House Bill 2641 would have required school districts to adopt 
a policy to promote the recruitment and use of industry and trade 
expert volunteers in career and technical education courses offered in 
grades 7 and 8. While it passed the House unanimously, my bill died 
in the Senate.

Another bill I sponsored would require the Department of Children, 
Youth, and Families (formerly the Department of Early Learning – 
DEL) to provide a written explanation when a licensed child care 
professional is under any type of investigation.

While we must be vigilant in protecting our children we must also 
take care to remember that someone is innocent until proven guilty. 
DEL has, at times, removed licensed child care professionals for 
long periods of time with no explanation as to any accusations 
made against them, only to find the complaints unfounded and the 
person innocent of any charges. This not only brings heartache and 
frustration to the worker, but can also be devastating financially as 
they can no longer continue with their livelihood.

My proposal, HB 2642, passed the House unanimously but died in 
the Senate.

TROUBLING SOCIAL-ISSUE BILLS ARE 
APPROVED BY LEGISLATURE
When the new majority took control of the Legislature this year, it 
did so by the narrowest of margins – a single vote in each chamber. 
Unfortunately, our colleagues perceived this as a mandate, and passed 
much legislation reflecting the more liberal outlook of the greater 
Seattle area.

Two social-agenda bills are particularly troubling:

•  Abortion insurance mandate: Senate Bill 6219 requires health 
insurers to cover abortion if they also cover maternity care. Yet no one 
should be required to pay for abortion – or abortion insurance – when 
it runs counter to their sincerely held beliefs. We offered amendments 
providing exemptions for conscience or religion, but these were 
rejected. The measure raises grave legal questions and could 
jeopardize federal Medicaid payments to the state of Washington.

•  Paid surrogacy: SB 6037 allows payments to surrogate mothers 
in excess of their expenses, creating what amounts to a commercial 
market for babies. Those with the cash would be able to pay for 
children, exploiting the poor women who would bear them. No 
background checks would be required, as they are for adoption. A 
child is not a commodity to be bought and sold, and we should not 
commercialize the reproductive process.

Rep. Bob McCaslin, (R) Spokane Valley

Rep. Bob McCaslin, (R) Spokane Valley
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PAGE PROGRAM OFFERS 
OPPORTUNITY FOR TEENS
Since 1891, the Washington Legislature has been proud 
to offer page programs for Washington teens. The 
House and Senate programs give students age 14 
through 16 a chance to spend a week at the 
statehouse and see the Legislature in action. 
Many who participate move on to careers in 
public affairs in later life.

We are honored to sponsor local 
youths who wish to serve as pages, 
and we are taking applications 
for the 2019 session. Application 
forms and additional information 
can be found at leg.wa.gov/House/
Pages/HousePageProgram.
aspx or at leg.wa.gov/
Senate/Administration/
PageProgram/Pages/ 
default.aspx.
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